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ASSESSMENT OF VARIATIONS OF LITERACY PROFILE IN 24
PARGANAS, WEST BENGAL

Biraj Kanti Mondal*

The present paper focuses on the variations of literacy profile in the North and South 24
Parganas Districts, West Bengal.

INTRODUCTION

Literacy is the ability to read, write and communicate. Education is the most important indicator
of the overall development of any region. Inspite of having relatively high literacy rate, gender gap
in literacy in West Bengal is very large. The present paper focuses on the North and South 24
Parganas Districts of West Bengal to understand its educational status and its spatial variations.

STUDY AREA AND ITS BACKGROUND

According to 2011 census there are 19 districts, 347 CD blocks, 909 towns and 40,203 villages in
West Bengal. The State has high population density of 1029 persons per sq. km. About 72% of the
population resides in rural areas whereas 28% resides in urban areas of the State.

On 1st March 1986, two districts—North 24 Parganas (24 PGS N) and South 24 Parganas (24
PGS S) were created. North 24 Parganas is West Bengal’s most populous district. The district has
the population density of 2959 inhabitants per sq. km., and has the highest literacy rate of 87.66%.
The sex ratio of 982 females for every 1000 males with a population growth rate of 24.64% over
the decade 2001-2011. The South 24 Parganas district has a population density of 819 inhab-itant.s
per sq. km. Its population growth rate over the decade 2001-2011 was 18.05%. Its sex ratio is 949

females, and a literacy rate of 78.57%.

The Sundarban is most backward and perhaps one of the most deprived _and poor region of West
Bengal. The region contains 120 islands of which only 54 islands are inhabited by almost 4 nulhcfn
People in about 4493.6 sq. km. area out of total 19 developmental blocks. The Su%la.rbgn of Ilndj:
Covers an area of 9630 sq. km. (covering parts of North and .South 24 Parganas of he52t4 I;anga ) :
total 19 blocks (six blocks from North 24 Parganas and thirteen blocks from Sout arganas

Constitute the Sundarbans.

OBJECTIVES

To observe minutely the variations of literacy rate between rural-urban and male-female in
North and South 24 Parganas districts.

..I,o measure the micro level literacy gaps at the inter-
In the Sundarbans.

block and intra-block Jevel particularly
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